Serial No. 08/529,354 



^tis also operable for electronically varying] electronically varies the length of the region where 
emission occurs. 



3. (Amended) A system /according to claim 1 

wherein, in response to arpther prescribed input command, the [switching] control means 
[is also operable for electronicall^akering the energy emitting characteristics of the region to] 



blocks [emission] transmissic 



r om a portion of the region while allowing [emission! transmission 



from another portion of the re jipn 

4. (Amended) A sys tern according to claim 1 
wherein the guide element is elongated along an axis, and 

wherein the region comprises an array of energy [emitting] transmitting areas spaced apart 
along the axis of the guide element. 



I2>> 



> 5. (Amended) A syfetem according to claim 4 

wherein each area comprises a band of energy [emitting] transmitting material wrapped 
about the axis of the guide element. 

(Amended) A system according to claim 4 

^jn the areas comprise energy [emitting] transmitting material helically wrapped about 
and along the axfe^of the guide body. 



7. (Amended) A 
wherein the guide 
wherein the yTfedi 
transmitting material ext^n 1 
of the guide element 



system according to claim 1 

fnent is elongated about an axis, and 
>n conrmrises at least two elongated strips of energy [emitting] 
ino/dlong the axis and spaced apart circumferentially about the axis 



9. (Amended) A * 
wherein the strips 
guide element. 



'Stem according to claim 1 

bmprise a coating of energy [emitting] transmitting material on the 
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1 1 . (Amended) A systei 
wherein the region compr] 
guide body. 




iccorjjiit^to claim 1 

a coating of energy [emitting] transmitting material on the 



ody comprising 



1 2. (Amended) A system for ablating tissue within 
a guide element for introduction into a body, 

a region of energy [emitting] transmittiny ffiaterial on the guide element, and 
control means responsive to a prescribed input command for electronically coupling the 
region to a source of tissue ablatiruy ^nerav [which, when emitted by the region, ablates tissue, 
the control means including me^ns for receiving a prescribed input command and switching means 
responsive to the prescribed input command] and for electronically altering the energy [emitting] 
transmitting characteristics of the region to block [emmision] transmission 
from pp^tfon of the region while allowing [emmision] transmission from another portion of the 
regtfJn. 

J. (Amended) A system according to claim 12 

3in, in response to another prescribed input command, the [switching] control means 
[is operative tot electronically varying] electronically varies the length of the region where 
[emmision] transmission is either blocked or allowed. 




(Amended) A system according to claim 1 2 
whferein, in response to another prescribed input command, the [switching] control means 
[is operative foe electronically altering] electronically alters the energy [emitting] transmitting 
characteristics of the region to allow [emmision] transmission from spaced apart first and second 
portions of the regiote while blocking [emmision] transmission from a third portion of the region 
located between the firfct and second portions. 



15. (Amended) A systei 
wherein, in respon 
means [is operative for electro 
first, second, and third regioi 




cording to claim 1 4 
nother prescribed input command, the [switching] control 
varying] electronically varies the length of at least one of the 
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C ita V 1 ®* ^ Amen( * ecl ) A system according tcydlaim 12 

Q^S^^^ wherein the guide element is elongated along an axis, 

wherein the region comprises an aj^ay of energy [emitting] transmitting areas spaced apart 
along the axis of the guide element. 



17. (Amended) A systenn according to claim 12 

wherein each area comprises a band of energy [emitting] transmitting material wrapped 
about the axis of the guide/element. 

1 8. (Amende^ A system according to claim 1 2 

wherein tfWareas comprise energy [emitting] transmitting material helically wrapped about 
and along the axrs the guide body. 



20. (Amended) A system accordiog-W^laim 1 2 
wherein the regiofrComprises a coating of energy [emitting] transmitting material on the 
10dv 



21. (Amended) A method for ablating tissue within a body comprising the steps of 
introducing a guide element having a region of energy [emitting] transmitting material into 
the body, 

exposing the region to body tissue, and 

electronically coupling the region to a so/irce of energy that, when [emitted] transmitted 
by the region, ablates tissue, and 

[operating a switch that in oab position electronically alters the energy emitting 
characteristics of the region to emit as a zone of yuniform polarity and that in another position 
electronically alters the energy emitting charatwrtstics of the region to emit as zones of alternating 
polarity.] 

electronically selecting between a yfirst coupling mode wherein the energy is transmitted 
from the region as a zone of uniform polantv and a second coupling mode wherein the energy is 
transmitted from the region as zones of Alternating polarity. 
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22. (Amended) A method according to claim 21 
and further including the step of electronically altering the energy [emitting] transmitting 

characteristics of the region to block [emmision] transmission from a portion of the region while 
allowing [emmision] transmission from another portion of the region. 

23. (Amended) A method according to claim 21 

and further including the step of elect/onically varying the length of the region where 
[emmision] transmission occurs. 

24. (Amended) A method for ablating/tissue within a body comprising the steps of 
introducing a guide element having a rqgion of energy [emitting] transmitting material into 

the body, 

exposing the region to body tissue, 4nd 

electronically coupling the region to a jsource of tissue ablating energy [that, when emitted 
by the region, ablates tissue,] and 

electronically [altering the energy /emitting characteristics of the region to] block ing 
[emmision] transmission of the energy from a portion of the region while allowing [emmision] 
transmission of the energy from another pirtion of the region. 



25. (Amended) A method acco 
and further including the step 
[emmision] transmission is blocked. 



lg to claim 24 

electrcmically varying the length of the region where 



26. (Amended) A method according to claim 24 

and further including the step off electronically [altering the energy emitting characteristics 
of the region to allow emmision] allowing transmission of the energy from spaced apart first and 
second portions of the region while Blocking [emmision] transmission of the energy from a third 
portion of the region located betwee/i the first and second portions. 



